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At Hurst Green we recognise the unique contribution which art has to offer all our children and 

seek to maintain the quality of art experience that we give them. We actively encourage our 

children to develop artistic awareness and acquire skills, knowledge and understanding to 

express individual ideas.  
 

'Art, craft and design embody some of the highest forms of human creativity. A high-quality art and design 

education should engage, inspire and challenge pupils, equipping them with the knowledge and skills 

to experiment, invent and create their own works of art, craft and design. As pupils progress, they 

should be able to think critically and develop a more rigorous understanding of art and design. They 

should also know how art and design both reflect and shape our history, and contribute to the culture, 

creativity and wealth of our nation' 
     From Department of Education DfE 2014 
 
 

This policy reflects the requirements of the National Curriculum Statutory Orders; the 

Areas of Learning and Early Learning Goals within the Foundation Stage Curriculum. 

It also recognises the cross-curricular nature of art and design. 

 

Overall Aims and Purposes 
 

We believe that art education should enable every child to understand and enjoy art and design not only 

in a school context but as a positive experience which can be built on in later life. 

Art will be taught through drawing, painting, printmaking, graphic design, 3-dimensional work, textiles 

and art and design history and appreciation. However, it is the quality of experience that is of prime 

importance, and it will not be practical to provide regular and frequent opportunities for children to 

work in all areas every year. This is where the planned programme for art will ensure that children do 

not miss out on valuable experiences and skills. We believe that using different tools, techniques and 

media in practical work is fundamental to art education We also believe that drawing should be a key 

element in any structured programme.  

 

Every pupil at Hurst Green should be provided with the opportunity to: 

 become visually literate and understand that Art is a form of communication 

 use a wide range of media to communicate ideas and feelings 

  nurture and harness creativity and acquire and develop a range of skills and techniques 

  develop their capacity for imaginative and original thought and to try out ideas without the 

fear of failing….there is no ‘right’ or ‘wrong’ in art! 

 to learn about the world around them through exploration and observation 

 learn about the role of art, craft and design in their environment and take inspiration from it 

 become independent in the planning and reviewing of their work 

 develop their full potential confidently and independently. 

 

’By engaging children in exploring and developing ideas in art and design, art teaching offers 

opportunities for them to : 

 record responses, including observations of the natural and made environment 

 gather resources and materials, using them to stimulate and develop ideas 
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 explore and use two- and three- dimensional media, working on a variety of scales 

 review and modify their work as it progresses 

 develop understanding of the work of artists, craftspeople and designers (from past, present 

and variety of cultures) and apply that knowledge to their own work. 

 respond to and evaluate art. craft and design, including their own and others' work 

 

The focus of much of Art and Design Activities in School will involve: 
1. Drawing - using a range of tools and media/ exploring how images can be made through using line 

and tone 

i.e. sketching pencils, charcoal, marker pens, fine drawing pens etc. and in a variety of sizes and from 

observation,memory and imagination. 

2. Painting – using a range of paint/ exploring colour mixing from primary colours i.e acrylic, poster, 

watercolours, 

papers and tools. 

3. Collage and mixed media – on a variety of surfaces. 

4. Print making – using a range of materials on a range of surfaces/ exploring and recreating pattern 

and texture in natural and made forms 

5. Fibres and fabrics - textile representations sewing/weaving/dying/batik 

6. 3D work - clay [both air dry and kiln fired clay] modelling materials / making three dimensional 

work for a variety of purposes /exploring the use of shape, form and space   i.e. wire, papier mache re-

usable materials 

7. Large scale work - collaborative work for internal and external display using a range of tools and 

media. 

8. Using works of art - to inspire and inform 

9. Using ICT resources - digital cameras video cameras when appropriate software programmes. 

 

All children have access to sketchbooks / sketching portfolios which play a vital part in the process. 

 

Content and Requirements 

Foundation Stage 
Pupils should be taught: 

 Explores what happens when they mix colours.  

 Experiments to create different textures.  

 Understands that different media can be combined to create new effects.  

 Uses simple tools and techniques competently and appropriately.  

 Selects appropriate resources and adapts work where necessary.  

 

 

Key Stage 1  
 

Pupils should be taught: 

 to use a range of materials creatively to design and make products 

 to use drawing, painting and sculpture to develop and share their ideas, experiences 
and imagination 

 to develop a wide range of art and design techniques in using colour, pattern, texture, 
line, shape, form and space 

 about the work of a range of artists, craft makers and designers, describing the 
differences and similarities between different practices and disciplines, and making 
links to their own work. 

 
Key Stage 2  

 

Pupils should be taught to develop their techniques, including their control and their use of 
materials, with creativity, experimentation and an increasing awareness of different kinds of 
art, craft and design. 
Pupils should be taught: 

 create sketch books to record their observations and use them to review and revisit 
ideas 
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 to improve their mastery of art and design techniques, including drawing, painting and 
sculpture with a range of materials [for example, pencil, charcoal, paint, clay] 

 about great artists, architects and designers in history. 
Expectations and Attainment 

By the end of each key stage, pupils are expected to know, apply and understand the matters, skills and 

processes specified in the relevant programme of study. 

 

Entitlement 
At Hurst Green School we teach all aspects of art in line with the school’s policies for: teaching and learning, 

every child matters, wider opportunities, equal opportunities, gifted and talented and special educational 

needs.  
 

Implementation and Resources 

All children have access to all aspects of the art and design curriculum in ways appropriate to their abilities. Each 

class teacher is responsible for delivering the curriculum. Opportunities are provided for class, group and 

individual work to ensure that each child may develop his/her individual skills in a variety of contexts. Each class 

is allocated % of the timetable for the teaching of art which can be used in the practical room/school hall if 

required.  

Within the whole curriculum there are some obvious links with other subjects and in these instances art links the 

areas in a creative way.  (see Key Skills ) 

 

 

The Subject leader role is to:  

 advise and support staff in planning teaching and learning of art 

 support staff with art technique 

 monitor teachers’ planning as part of on-going subject monitoring and evaluation of practice 

 use feedback from monitoring to develop an action plan for Art with realistic and 

developmental targets 

 audit, identify, purchase and organise all art resources, ensuring they are readily available and 

well maintained 

 document and review the agreed ways of working through a written policy document and 

scheme of work 

 compile a portfolio of children's art work to evidence progression and examples of good 

practice for staff to refer to 

 keep up-to-date on the use of Art in the curriculum 

 promote art throughout the school e.g. organise an art week during the summer term 

 

Class Teachers will be responsible for: 

  including effective Art and Design teaching activities in their short and medium term 

planning 

  setting clear objectives, success criteria and assessing pupil’s work 

 ensuring children have access to sketchbooks/sketching portfolios for process work 

  collating pupil’s work….preferably in a folder from Year 1 onwards 

  informing the Art and Design Co-ordinator of any resource requirements. 

 

The Role of the Teacher 

  a facilitator, who provides appropriate and easily accessible tools and 

 materials for Art and Design activities 

  an instructor in a variety of techniques and demonstrates as required 

  a role model/artist, giving opportunity for demonstration when appropriate and discussion 

  a guide who questions on a variety of levels to help the child develop ideas 

  a planner of activities to ensure stimulation, creativity and progression 

  a creator of a vibrant and exciting environment for learning. 

  an assessor of understanding and skill which will be used to plan future work. 

(See Assessment under review) 

 

Delivery of Art  



Art/design Hurst Green Church of England Primary School Reviewed November 2015 
 

Teachers are expected to employ a range of teaching strategies and use their 

professional judgement to decide on the most effective and appropriate one to enhance learning. 

 

Links with Other Curriculum Areas 

Art links with most other subjects and should be used as a means to support and record knowledge and 

understanding, i.e. paint a picture to show what you know about the Fire of London. It is taught mainly 

through class topics. ICT is used to support Art and Design through Graphics software and the use of 

effects when producing photographs taken with the digital cameras. ICT should be used to inform 

about the life, techniques and impact of artists at both a local and global level. 

 

Monitoring progress and assessment 
Teachers assess children’s work in music by making informal judgements as they observe them 

during lessons. On completion of a piece of work, the teacher marks the work and comments as 

necessary. At the end of the year, the teacher makes a summary judgement about the work of each 

pupil in relation to the National Curriculum level of attainment and records these grades. We use 

this as the basis for assessing the progress of the child and we pass this information on to the next 

teacher at the end of the year. 

 

Sketch books and portfolios of art and design work and compositions are kept, not only to provide us with 

evidence of progress, but also to provide opportunities for evaluating and appraising. 

Portfolios of gallery and workshop programmes are filed electronically. 

The progression of skills are monitored by tracking year groups through the implementation of the 

Q.C.A units and current scheme ‘Art Express’. 

 

Health and Safety 

Art contributes to Health and Safety Education by enabling children to become 

aware that there are potential hazards in the use of certain materials, substances and tools. Children’s 

enjoyment of the subject may be hampered when matters of Health and Safety are not given proper 

attention activity. It is not always possible to remove all risks and hazards. The important consideration 

is that children should be carefully supervised, in rooms where active learning is well managed, where 

they can learn to work in appropriate ways. 

It is important that children learn to use items of protective clothing such as overalls, 

aprons and gloves. Protective clothing is always needed when varnishing, spraying (using inks or 

aerosols), handling clay and hot wax. There are a number of tools which are potentially hazardous, 

such as scissors and knives, and their suitable storage is as important as their sensible and safe use. 

Safety should not be taught as a set of rules external to class teaching but should be 

an integral part of teaching. Instructions need to be given on how to avoid risks as part of a practical 

task. Safety measures are necessary to the following: electricity; heat (water, steam and other 

substances); slippery surfaces, whether floors or working surfaces. 

(Taken from Health and Safety Education – Art for all ages 5-14) 

In the event of an accident, the child should be referred immediately to Mrs. Le Gassick, our First 

Aider.  

 

Health and Safety issues are included in the Programmes of Study and it is important that children are 

aware of safety issues and risks involved when working in art and design. Any first aid will be 

administered in accordance with the school's Health and Safety Policy. 

 

Extended curricular activities 
 

 

Wider community links 
 

 

Gifted and Talented 

At Hurst Green we aim to identify those pupils who display a particular gift or talent in art or who may have 

excelled in a particular activity or skill. Pupils who are currently on our gifted and talented register are 

provided with opportunities to attend art workshop sessions alongside schools within our local cluster group. 

These sessions are currently organised by East Sussex Art Advisory Service and are also designed to provide 

experience for CPD. (see school G&T register) 
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Wider Opportunities 

At Hurst Green we are currently reviewing our provision for wider opportunities and aim to trial a specific 

year group for whole class basic skills tuition i.e sculpture.(see Appendix 5 development plan)  

 

Future developments :  (see development plan appendix 5 ) 

Tracking year groups with new curriculum monitoring skills progression 

Fundraise for storage and resources 

Supplementary material for Y5/6 

Wider opportunities basic skills tuition / cluster workshops 

CPD opportunities 

 

This policy is reviewed on a regular basis as part of our ongoing curriculum monitoring programme 

unless national initiatives deem it necessary to review it earlier. 

Governors will work alongside the co-ordinator to ensure the policy is being followed to successfully 

deliver the planned outcomes. 
 


