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Modern Foreign Language 

 
Aims 
 
The aims of Primary Languages teaching at Hurst Green CE Primary are to: 
 

• foster an interest in language learning by introducing children to other languages in a 
way that is enjoyable and accessible to all pupils; 

• stimulate and encourage children’s curiosity about language and creativity in 
experimenting with it; 

• support oracy and literacy, and in particular develop speaking and listening skills; 

• help children develop their awareness of cultural similarities and differences; 

• lay the foundations for future language study by pupils;  

• provide an added perspective on first language teaching and learning; 

• give an extra dimension to teaching and learning across the curriculum. 

Understanding and using the foreign language 

1. In the early stages of language learning pupils might be taught: 
How to use and respond to the foreign language 
How to listen carefully in order to discriminate sounds, identify meaning and develop auditory 
awareness 
Correct pronunciation and intonation 
How to ask and answer questions 
Techniques for memorising words, phrases and short extracts 
How to use context and clues to interpret meaning 
How to make use of their knowledge of English or another language in learning the foreign 
language. 

2. Pupils can be taught about other countries and cultures by: 
Working with authentic materials including some from ICT-based sources 
Considering their own culture and comparing it with others 
Considering the experiences of other people. 

3. In order to develop their knowledge, skills and understanding further, pupils might also be 
taught: 
The interrelationship of sounds and writing 
Simple aspects of grammar and how to apply them 
How to initiate conversations 
How to use dictionaries and other reference materials 
How to communicate with each other in the foreign language in pairs 
and groups and with their teacher 
How to use their knowledge of the language creatively and imaginatively 
How to use the foreign language for real purposes. 

Other cross-curriculum opportunities can be exploited through: 

• aspects of mathematics such as counting, calculations, money, the time and the date 

• songs, alphabet, poems, rhymes and stories in other languages 

• international or multi-cultural work, for example celebration of festivals, storytelling 

• using ICT, for example, materials from the internet. 

• geographical and historical work relating to other countries. 

• learning about multi-cultural art. 

 



 
 
Speaking and listening 
 
The children will learn to  

• listen carefully and recognise sounds and combinations of sounds which are similar 
to, or different from, those of English;  

• understand and respond with increasing competence, accuracy and confidence in a 
range of situations; 

• join in songs, rhymes, raps and stories which enable them to practise the sounds of 
the language in an enjoyable and non-threatening way; 

• take part in conversations at an appropriate level, reacting to instructions and 
questions and expressing opinions and feelings; 

• memorise and recite short texts, and prepare and give a talk on a familiar subject 
confidently and with regard to the audience. 

 
 
 
Inclusion 
 
Primary Languages teaching at Hurst Green CE Primary School is fully inclusive.  No child is 
excluded by reason of a learning difficulty, or because they have English as an additional 
language.  Experience has indeed shown that such children can derive particular benefit from 
taking part in Primary Languages learning activities in which they may be less disadvantaged 
than in other areas of the curriculum.   
 
Language learning activities are planned in such a way as to encourage the full and active 
participation of all pupils.  Work is differentiated as appropriate to the needs of individual 
children.  Pairs and groups for collaborative work may be made up in different ways, 
depending on the task. 
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