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 At Hurst Green, music is seen as a vital and cohesive element of school life, creatively 

linking curriculum areas and fulfilling the instinctive need for self-expression and 

creativity.  Pupils can derive considerable enjoyment from the study and practice of 

music at whatever level or in whatever form best suits their individual needs.  
 

 

 

'Music is a universal language that embodies one of the highest forms of creativity. A highquality 

music education should engage and inspire pupils to develop a love of music and their talent as 

musicians, and so increase their self-confidence, creativity and sense of achievement. As pupils 

progress, they should develop a critical engagement with music, allowing them to compose, and 

to listen with discrimination to the best in the musical' 
                                                                               from National Curriculum for Music   DfE 2014 

 

This policy reflects the requirements of the National Curriculum Statutory Orders; the 

Areas of Learning and Early Learning Goals within the Foundation Stage Curriculum 

and the Music Manifesto which highlights the importance of singing in schools and states that every 

primary school child should have opportunities for sustained and progressive instrumental tuition free 

of charge or at a reduced rate. It also recognises the cross-curricular nature of music and ‘Music for 

Music’s sake’. 

 

Overall Aims and Purposes 

We believe that, regardless of a child's age, race, gender or disability, music develops the essential skills of 

listening, concentration, co-ordination, and co-operation, whilst enhancing self confidence and enjoyment. 

At Hurst Green we believe that singing and vocal health forms the basis of understanding music and its 

elements.  

 

Every pupil at Hurst Green should be provided with the opportunity to: 

 develop and extend their skills in all areas of music (i.e.) performing, composing, listening and 

appraising. 

 develop an awareness of the ability of music to express feelings and emotions. 

 enjoy and appreciate all kinds of music and musical activities and encourage a positive attitude to both 

of these areas. 

 acquire a broad understanding of music up to and including the contemporary. 

 

’By engaging children in making and responding to music, music teaching offers opportunities for them 

to : 

 play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, using their voices and playing 

musical instruments with increasing accuracy, fluency, control and expression 

 improvise and compose music for a range of purposes using the inter-related 

dimensions of music 

 listen with attention to detail and recall sounds with increasing aural memory 

 use and understand staff and other musical notations 
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 appreciate and understand a wide range of high-quality live and 

recorded music drawn from different traditions and from great 

composers and musicians 

 develop an understanding of the history of music. 
 

 
                                           from Department of Education DfE 2014 

 

Content and Requirements 

Foundation Stage 

Children in the Early Years should be provided with opportunities to:  

 Begins to build a repertoire of songs and dances.  

 Explores the different sounds of instruments  

 Constructs with a purpose in mind, using a variety of resources.  

 Uses simple tools and techniques competently and appropriately.  

 

Key Stage 1  

Children in K.S.1 should be provided with opportunities to: 
 use their voices expressively and creatively by singing songs and speaking 

chants and rhymes 

 play tuned and untuned instruments musically 

 listen with concentration and understanding to a range of high-quality live 

and recorded music 

 experiment with, create, select and combine sounds using the inter-related 

dimensions of music. 

 
Key Stage 2  

Children in K.S.2 should be provided with opportunities to:  
 play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, using their voices and 

playing musical instruments with increasing accuracy, fluency, control and 

expression 

 improvise and compose music for a range of purposes using the inter-related 

dimensions of music 

 listen with attention to detail and recall sounds with increasing aural memory 

 use and understand staff and other musical notations 

 appreciate and understand a wide range of high-quality live and recorded 

music drawn from different traditions and from great composers and 

musicians 

 develop an understanding of the history of music. 
 

Expectations and Attainment 

By the end of each key stage, pupils are expected to know, apply and understand the 

matters, skills and processes specified in the relevant programme of study. 

 
Most of our children will have achieved in line with the National Expectations 
Entitlement 
At Hurst Green School we teach all aspects of music in line with the school’s policies for: teaching and 

learning, every child matters, wider opportunities, equal opportunities, gifted and talented and special 

educational needs.  

 

Implementation and Resources  

All children have access to all aspects of the music curriculum in ways appropriate to their abilities. Each class 

teacher is responsible for delivering the curriculum. Opportunities are provided for class, group and individual 

work to ensure that each child may develop his/her individual skills in a variety of contexts. Each class is 
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allocated 5% of the timetable for the teaching of music which can be used in the school hall if required.  

Currently ‘MUSIC EXPRESS’ is used as a framework to support the National Curriculum. To ensure 

that a broad balance of skills are maintained and managed, each class follows their plans and links.  
Within the whole curriculum there are some obvious links with other subjects and in these instances music links 

the areas in a creative way.  

The Music Coordinator is currently monitoring and reviewing the use of ‘Music Express’ with a view to 

developing and tailoring it to the schools current needs.  

The Music Coordinators role is to: (see coordinator job description)  
 

Role of the Subject Leader 

The role of the subject leader is to; 

 advise and support staff in planning teaching and learning of art 

 support staff with art technique 

 monitor teachers’ planning as part of on-going subject monitoring and evaluation of practice 

 use feedback from monitoring to develop an action plan for Music with realistic and 

developmental targets 

 audit, identify, purchase and organise all Music resources, ensuring they are readily available 

and well maintained 

 document and review the agreed ways of working through a written policy document and 

scheme of work 

 compile a portfolio of children's art work to evidence progression and examples of good 

practice for staff to refer to 

 keep up-to-date on the use of Art in the curriculum 

 promote art throughout the school e.g. organise an art week during the summer term 

 to monitor use of the sketchbook throughout the school 

 

 

Monitoring progress and assessment 
Teachers assess children’s work in music by making informal judgements as they observe them 

during lessons. On completion of a piece of work, the teacher marks the work and comments as 

necessary. At the end of the year, the teacher makes a summary judgement about the work of each 

pupil in relation to the National Curriculum level of attainment and records these grades. We use 

this as the basis for assessing the progress of the child and we pass this information on to the next 

teacher at the end of the year. 
 
 

 

Resources  
Most of the instruments are stored in easy access labelled containers in a central resource area.   

 

The Music Coordinator is responsible for: developing, organising and maintaining resources.   

All instrument users are responsible for the care and safety of instruments. Class teachers are responsible 

for supervising the safe use of all musical resources including electronic appliances. 

Some Y5/6 pupils are responsible for checking the correct storage of resources. 

Other teaching /support materials, i.e. Class planning boxes, music books, hymn and song books, 

CDs CD players, listening and recording equipment are also kept in a central place.  

A basic Foundation Stage set is kept in the reception class. 

A basic K.S 1 classroom set is kept in Y1/2 

A basic K.S 2 classroom set is kept centrally 

 

Extended curricular activities 

At Hurst Green we encourage a range of extended curricular activities as follows: 

Singing club currently held at the end of the school day for Y4/5/6 pupils by staff member. 

Children may also choose to have individual instrumental lessons which are given by peripatetic 

instrumental teachers on a weekly basis. At present this includes recorder, and violin. 

Instrumental tuition – currently recorder, and violin - East Sussex Music Service Singing rehearsals are 

taken by teaching staff on a weekly basis, with the whole school. 
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Pupils work towards concerts and musical productions both in and out of school and are provided with 

opportunities to perform at local venues. 

Visiting musicians –East Sussex Music Service demonstrations/recitals  

Instrumental workshops : e.g African/world drumming and percussion with the whole school 

All pupils participate in a performance to parents at Christmas and Y5/6 perform to parents 

during the summer term.  

 

Wider community links 
 
 

Gifted and Talented 

At Hurst Green we aim to identify those pupils who display a particular gift or talent in music or who may 

have excelled in a particular activity or skill. Pupils who are currently on our gifted and talented register are 

provided with opportunities to attend music workshop sessions alongside schools within our local cluster 

group. These sessions are currently organised by East Sussex Music Service and are also designed to provide 

experience for CPD.  

 

Wider Opportunities 

At Hurst Green we are currently reviewing our provision for wider opportunities and aim to trial a specific 

year group for whole class instrumental tuition i.e recorder tuition. 

 

Future developments :   

Tracking year groups with new curriculum monitoring skills progression 

Fundraise for storage and resources 

Supplementary material for Y5/6 

Wider opportunities instrumental tuition / cluster workshops 

CPD opportunities 

 

This policy is reviewed on a regular basis as part of our ongoing curriculum monitoring programme 

unless national initiatives deem it necessary to review it earlier. 

Governors will work alongside the co-ordinator to ensure the policy is being followed to successfully 

deliver the planned outcomes. 
 


