
The RRS Discovery
What Is the RRS Discovery?
The RRS Discovery is a great place to visit in Dundee, 
Scotland. It is the ship which took Captain Scott and Ernest 
Shackleton to Antarctica at the start of the 20th century. The 
ship is now open for people to explore. You can explore the 
shipyard it was built in and find out all about the expeditions 
of ‘Scott of the Antarctic’. 

RRS stands for Royal Research Ship. In the past, ships were often built in Dundee 
that would need to go far out to sea. Some of the ships had to travel as far as 
the Arctic, where huge chunks of ice were packed together. Ships needed to be 
very strong to break through the ice.

At the beginning of the 20th century, Antarctica was a place that had not 
been properly explored. Sir Clements Markham decided that he wanted to map 
Antarctica. He raised the money needed to build the ship.

The Ship
The RRS Discovery was one of the last big sailing ships to be built 
in the UK. The ship’s sails were massive. The longest distance 
sailed by the ship in seven days was 223 miles and it couldn’t 
have been done without the huge sails. Lieutenant Robert Falcon 
Scott got the job as the leader of Markham’s Expedition. He 
organised the expedition and chose all the crew members. 

The British National Antarctic Expedition
The Discovery set out on the 6th August 1901 and nearly 6 months later found 
new land. It was named King Edward VII Land. The crew explored using sledges 
and dogs and they were away from their homes and families for 3 years!

Life on Board
Life during the expedition was difficult. It was very cold and feeding 48 hungry 
men was not easy! The crew managed to avoid getting scurvy by eating seal 
meat. They also carried lots of tobacco to try to keep the crew happy.

The Ship’s Future
The RRS completed more Antarctic journeys with Robert Scott and in 1912, 
Scott tried to be first to reach the South Pole. Sadly, he and others on his 
expedition lost their lives on the return from their hardest journey. Now, though, 
his memory, achievements and ship live on.

visit twinkl.scotPage 1 of 2



Questions
1. Name two people who sailed to Antarctica in the Discovery.  

 

 

2.  Who raised the money to build the Discovery?  

 

 

3.  What was the name of the expedition that began on 6th August, 1901? 

 

 

4. What was Lieutenant Robert Falcon Scott’s job? 

 

 

5. How long did the ship’s first Antarctic expedition last? 

 

 

6. How did the ship’s crew avoid getting scurvy? 

 

 

7. Why would life on board the ship be hard? Explain your answer. 
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Answers
1. Name two people who sailed to Antarctica in the Discovery. 

Captain Scott, Ernest Shackleton

2. Who raised the money to build the Discovery? 
Sir Clements Markham

3. What was the name of the expedition that began on 6th August, 1901? 
 The British National Antarctic Expedition

4. What was Lieutenant Robert Falcon Scott’s job? 
He was the leader of The British National Antarctic Expedition.

5.  How long did the ship’s first Antarctic expedition last? 
Three years.

6. How did the ship’s crew avoid getting scurvy? 
By eating seal meat.

7. Why would life on board the ship be hard? Explain your answer. 
Answers will vary. Possible answers include: away from home, same people, limited 
food, away from families, cold, arguments, tiring, no breaks.
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The RRS Discovery
What Is the RRS Discovery?

The RRS Discovery is a fascinating place to visit in 
the heart of Dundee, Scotland. It is the ship which 
took Captain Robert Scott and Ernest Shackleton to 
Antarctica at the start of the 20th century. The ship is 
now open for people to explore it and attend its visitor 
centre. You can explore the shipyard it was built in and 
find out all about its first voyage and the expeditions 
of ‘Scott of the Antarctic’. 

RRS stands for Royal Research Ship. It was a ship like no other that had been 
built before. Dundee was a popular place to build large ships. In the past, ships 
were often built in Dundee that would need to go far out to sea. Some of the 
ships built had to travel as far as the Arctic, where they would be met with huge 
chunks of ice, packed together. If it was going to break through a wall of ice, a 
ship needed to be very strong. 

At the beginning of the 20th century, Antarctica 
was a place that had not been properly explored. 
Sir Clements Markham decided that he wanted 
to map Antarctica and do scientific research. 
He was President of the Royal Geographical 
Society and science was his real interest. He 
raised the funds needed to commission the ship 
and the very first ship to be built for scientific 
research was built.

The Ship
The RRS Discovery was one of the last wooden, three-
masted, rigged sailing ships to be built in the UK. Although 
it had coal-fired steam engines, it still mostly used its sails. 
Coal was very expensive and carrying lots of coal to fuel 
the engine would have cost lots of money and taken up 
space for the provisions that the crew needed. It took 6 
tons of coal a day to run the steam engine!

The ship’s sails were massive. The longest distance sailed 
by the ship in seven days was 223 miles and it couldn’t 
have been done without the huge sails.
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Lieutenant Scott 
Lieutenant Robert Falcon Scott got the job as the leader of Markham’s Expedition. 
He organised the expedition and chose all the crew members. Though it was said 
that he was a shy man, he was also said to be strong and courageous.  

The British National Antarctic Expedition
The Discovery set out on the 6th August 1901 and, on 30th January 1902, found 
land that had never been seen before. It was named King Edward VII Land. The 
ship found a place to anchor and the crew explored the new areas, using sledges 
and dogs to help them. They created maps of the land and did research on the 
weather. The ship and her crew were on an expedition that lasted until 1904 - 3 
years away from their homes and families!

Life on Board
Life during the expedition was difficult. The crew didn’t have the 
special equipment that we have now. They had few clothes to 
protect them against the cold, so frostbite and snow-blindness 
were a problem. They had an excellent cook but feeding 48 
hungry men was not easy! The crew managed to avoid getting 
scurvy by eating seal meat. Spirits could become low so the 
men were given a ration of ‘grog’ (rum) every day. They also 
carried lots of tobacco to try to keep the crew happy. 

The Ship’s Future
The RRS completed more Antarctic journeys with Robert Scott. They made great 
progress in researching the Antarctic and mapping its different areas. However, 
in 1912, Scott attempted to be first to reach the South Pole. He was beaten by 
a Norwegian team and sadly, he and others on his expedition lost their lives on 
the return from their hardest journey. Now, though, his memory, achievements 
and ship live on.

The RRS Discovery

visit twinkl.scotPage 2 of 3



Questions
1. Who was Sir Clements Markham?  

 

 

2. Why did Markham want to explore Antarctica?  

 

 

3.  Why was the RRS Discovery built in Dundee? 

 

 

4. Why did the RRS Discovery usually use its sails? 

 

 

5. Find a word in the text which means ‘brave’. 

 

 

6. What was the name of the expedition that began on 6th August 1901? 

 

 

7. Why do you think food was so important on an expedition? 

 

 

8. Why would life on board the ship be challenging? Explain your answer. 
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Answers
1. Who was Sir Clements Markham? 

Markham was the man who commissioned the ship and raised funds.  He was the 
president of the Royal Geographical Society.

2. Why did Markham want to explore Antarctica? 
Markham wanted to perform scientific research and to map undiscovered areas.

3. Why was the RRS Discovery built in Dundee? 
Whaling ships were built there. Dundee had experience of building ships that could 
break through ice.

4. Why did the RRS Discovery usually use its sails? 
Coal was heavy and expensive, and took lots of effort to keep the steam engine going.

5.  Find a word in the text which means ‘brave’. 
Courageous.

6. What was the name of the expedition that began on 6th August 1901? 
The British National Antarctic Expedition.

7. Why do you think food was so important on an expedition? 
Good nutrition was needed to keep them healthy and strong. Nice food kept up morale.

8. Why would life on board the ship be challenging? Explain your answer 
Answers will vary. Possible answers include: away from home, same people, limited 
food, away from families, cold, arguments, tiring, no breaks.
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The RRS Discovery
What Is the RRS Discovery?
The RRS Discovery is a fascinating place to visit in 
the heart of Dundee, Scotland. It is the ship which 
took Captain Robert Scott and Ernest Shackleton to 
Antarctica at the start of the 20th century. The ship is 
now open for people to explore it and attend its visitor 
centre. You can explore the shipyard it was built in and 
find out all about its first voyage and the expeditions 
of ‘Scott of the Antarctic’. 

RRS stands for Royal Research Ship. It was a ship like 
no other that had been built before. Dundee was a popular place to build large, 
resilient ships. In the past, Dundee’s shipyard was a central point for whaling 
and ships were often built in Dundee that would need to go far out to sea. Some 
of the ships built had to travel as far as the Arctic, where they would be met 
with huge chunks of ice packed together. If it was going to break through a wall 
of ice, a ship needed to be tremendously strong.

At the beginning of the 20th century, 
Antarctica was a place that had not been 
properly explored. Sir Clements Markham 
decided that he wanted to meet the challenge 
of charting Antarctica and trying to attempt 
scientific research. He was president of the 
Royal Geographical Society and science was 
his real interest. He raised the funds needed 
and the very first ship to be built for scientific 
research was built.

The Ship
The RRS Discovery was one of the last wooden, three-masted, rigged sailing 
ships to be built in the UK. It had a huge wooden hull which could withstand 
being frozen into the ice. Although it had coal-fired steam engines, it used its 
sails mostly. Coal was very expensive and carrying lots of coal to fuel the engine 
would have cost lots of money and taken up space for the provisions that the 
crew needed. It took 6 tonnes of coal a day to run the steam engine!
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The ship was built with no portholes. Under the pressure of the packed ice, the 
glass in the portholes would have smashed and caused weaknesses in the sides 
of the vessel. It had little brass vents instead so that the crew below deck could 
get fresh air. They were nicknamed ‘ankle bashers’ because people kept banging 
into them!

The ship’s sails were massive. Their total working area was 12 269 square feet! 
The record distance covered by the ship in seven days was 223 miles and it 
couldn’t have been done without the huge sails.

The ‘crow’s nest’ was a place at the top of the ship’s mast. It was used so that 
someone could keep lookout while travelling through the packed ice. The crew 
member would shout warnings to the remaining crew so they knew what to 
expect or if they needed to turn.

Lieutenant Scott 
Lieutenant Robert Falcon Scott was appointed as the leader of Markham’s 
expedition. He took charge of all the preparations for the expedition and 
personally chose all of the 48 crew members. Scott had been born in Devon and 
joined the navy at the age of 13. He was promoted to the position of Commander 
in the Royal Navy at just 33 years old. Though it was said that he was a shy 
man, he was also said to be strong and courageous.  

The British National Antarctic Expedition
The Discovery left its moorings on the 6th August 1901 and arrived at New 
Zealand on 29th November. She then travelled on her long journey south. On 30th 
January 1902, the ship and her crew discovered land that had never been seen 
before. It was named King Edward VII Land. The ship found a permanent place 
to anchor to allow the crew to explore the new land. They used sledges and dogs 
to help them explore. They created maps of the land and studied its magnetism 
and weather conditions. All of this research meant that the ship and her crew 
were on an expedition that lasted until 1904 - 3 years away from their homes 
and families!

Life on Board
Life during the expedition was challenging. The crew didn’t have 
the specialist expedition equipment that we have now. They had 
little in the way of clothes to protect them against the cold, so 
frostbite and snow-blindness had to be dealt with. They had an 
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excellent cook on board, but feeding 48 hungry men was not easy! The crew 
managed to avoid getting scurvy by eating seal meat. Spirits could become low 
so the men were given a ration of ‘grog’ (rum) every day. They also carried lots 
of tobacco to try to keep the crew happy. 

The Ship’s Future
The RRS completed more Antarctic journeys with Robert Falcon Scott. They 
made great progress in researching the Antarctic and mapping its different 
areas. However, in 1912, Scott attempted to be first to reach the South Pole. He 
was beaten by a Norwegian team and sadly, he and others on his expedition 
lost their lives on the return from their toughest challenge yet. Now, though, his 
memory, achievements and ship live on.

The RRS Discovery

visit twinkl.scotPage 3 of 5



Questions
1. Why did Sir Clements Markham want to explore Antarctica?  

 

 

2. What do you think it would have been like to live below deck on the RRS Discovery?  

 

 

3.  What were ‘ankle bashers’ and why were they used? 

 

 

4. What kind of qualities would you need to have to do a job in the crow’s nest? 

 

 

5.  Why do you think Scott chose all of his crew personally? 

 

 

6. How do you think Scott and the crew would have felt about discovering the King Edward 

VII land? 

 

 

7. How long did it take the Discovery to get from Dundee to New Zealand? 

 

 

 

 

 

8. Why do you think food was so important on an expedition? 
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9.  Find three illnesses or conditions that the crew had to be prepared for on board. 

 

 

10. Why would life on board the ship be challenging? Explain your answer. 
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Answers
1. Why did Sir Clements Markham want to explore Antarctica? 

Answers will vary. Possible answers include: uncharted territory, scientific 
investigation, research, something different, exciting.

2. What do you think it would have been like to live below deck on the RRS Discovery? 
Answers will vary. Possible answers include: dark, claustrophobic, small, smelly.

3.  What were ‘ankle bashers’ and why were they used? 
‘Ankle bashers’ were small brass vents to let fresh air in below deck.

4. What kind of qualities would you need to have to do a job in the crow’s nest? 
Answers will vary. Possible answers include: brave, not scared of heights, strong, wide 
awake, good eyesight, responsible, loud voice.

5. Why do you think Scott chose all of his crew personally? 
Answers will vary. Possible answers include: to check they were trustworthy, 
responsible, brave, strong, fit, reliable.

6. How do you think Scott and the crew would have felt about discovering the King Edward 
VII land? 
Answers will vary. Possible answers include: proud, challenged, happy, sense  
of achievement.

7. How long did it take the Discovery to get from Dundee to New Zealand? 
The Discovery left its moorings on the 6th August 1901 and arrived at New Zealand on 
29th November. 
25 days = 31st August 
+ 30 days = 30th September 
+ 31 days = 31st October 
+ 29 days = 29th November 
25 + 30 + 31 + 29 = 115 days

8. Why do you think food was so important on an expedition? 
Good nutrition was needed to keep them healthy and strong. Nice food kept up morale.

9. Find three illnesses or conditions that the crew had to be prepared for on board. 
Frostbite, snow-blindness, scurvy.

10. Why would life on board the ship be challenging? Explain your answer. 
Answers will vary. Possible answers include: away from home, same people, limited 
food, away from families, cold, arguments, tiring, no breaks.
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