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24th May 2021 
 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
NEW OPPORTUNITIES FOR WIDER COLLABORATION: ACADEMY CONVERSION 
 
We wrote on 6 May to inform you about a proposal to develop the existing partnership between our 
two schools by seeking conversion to academy status within the Diocese of Chichester Academy 
Trust (DCAT).   Further details are in the letter of 6 May, which is available on the schools’ websites 
together with a statement from the governors and a presentation from DCAT and answers to 
questions raised by parents and staff.  Governors and leaders in the Quercus Federation are 
confident that joining DCAT is a strong and positive step forward for our schools, providing us with 
high quality support to move forward, whilst remaining individual schools serving our own 
communities.  DCAT is a likeminded, child focused academy trust which has a proven track record in 
securing strong outcomes for all children.    
 
We are very grateful for the comments and questions we have already received and to staff and 
parents who attended the meetings on 13 May to explore the proposal in more detail.  We want all 
parents and carers and others in the communities served by our schools to feel that you have had 
the chance to ask any questions you have about this proposal and the survey at 
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/QuerQues remains open to provide that opportunity.  It 
includes the option of leaving your name and contact details if you wish to discuss the proposal with 
governors, leaders or DCAT.   
 
We would now like to invite you to tell us what you think about this way forward for our schools by 
completing a survey at:  https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/QuerResp  
 
This survey asks whether, having considered the information available, you agree that the school 
should proceed to convert to academy status within the Diocese of Chichester Academy Trust.  It 
invites either a “yes” or “no” response.  If you are still unsure and have more questions please ask 
them using the QuerQues survey. 
 
Governors will consider a report on all the responses before deciding whether to proceed to convert 
to academy status within DCAT.   
 
Please respond to the survey by 2 July 2021.   

Yours faithfully 
   

 

 

 

                                        

   Elaine Lambert                          Julia Bray               Allison Flack 
Chair of Governors     Northiam CEP Headteacher Hurst Green CEP Headteacher 
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