SEND Strategy 2019 to 2021
Summary for families
The SEND Strategy is our plan for children and young people in
East Sussex with special educational needs and disabilities (SEND).
Join us in making it a success!

About the strategy
Most children with special educational needs and disabilities (SEND) in East
Sussex have high quality education and support and make positive moves into
adulthood.
We want to further improve outcomes for children and young people.
We want schools to be inclusive and at the heart of their community, 		
		 with high quality education and services meeting the needs of all pupils.




We want pupils and their families to have their voices heard.



We want all young people to make a successful transition into adulthood.

We are working with families on four priority areas
1. Inclusive schools
2. High quality provision
3. Good transitions
4. Good communication
This booklet tells you more about the work we are doing, our next steps and
how you can get involved.

Get involved
Your views are very important to us.
There are lots of ways you can help make sure we get the strategy right:
Children and young people


Join a youth voice group



Get your school council involved



Send us your ideas



Do a survey

Parents and carers


Join the parent carer forum



Get your parent group involved



Get the Parent Voice newsletter for news of consultations and events



Send us your ideas



Follow us on facebook@isendeastsussex

Priority 1 - Inclusive schools
Outcomes for pupils with SEND in East Sussex are improving. Nurseries,
schools and services work well together to meet children’s needs early
on.
We want more children to attend their local community school, including
children with more complex educational needs.

Next steps

The new Quality Mark for Inclusion will improve the way that schools
meet the needs of their pupils with SEND.
Guidance for schools about how to show parents the teaching and
support they offer to pupils with SEND.

Priority 2 - High quality provision
There is strong SEND teaching and support in many local mainstream
and special schools, well supported by specialist services.
We want children to have the right support at the right time, including
specialist support and the right school placement.

Next steps

By September 2020 we will have 600 extra specialist places at
mainstream schools or at new special schools. A ‘Matrix’ will ensure
these places are available to pupils with the highest need.
We are strengthening links between education, health and care services
to enable more efficient joint working.

Priority 3 - Good transitions
In East Sussex, more young people with SEND stay in education,
employment or training after the age of 19 than nationally.
Nurseries, schools and services are developing new ways to help children
make good moves between schools and into adulthood.

Next steps

Assist children and young people to influence plans and decisions about
their lives, including the development of new digital tools and apps for them
to use.
A programme of targeted support to help children at times of change,
including a central information hub.

Priority 4 - Good communication
Many schools and services work closely with children, young people and
parents to get their support right. Families also helped to develop services
and this strategy.
We want more children and families to have the information they need
about support and services and to have a say.

Next steps

We are improving the online Local Offer so that families can find what they
need more easily.
We will continue to improve how services and schools involve and
communicate with families at all levels.
We are launching an interactive website so that young people, parents,
schools and services can work together on this strategy.

The Local Offer gives information about
services and support:
www.eastsussex.gov.uk/localoffer
Amaze SENDIASS provides independent advice
and support to young people and parents:
www.amazesussex.org.uk

Contact
Contact us to discuss how you’d like to get involved
Email: localoffer@eastsussex.gov.uk

You can also join the East Sussex Parent Carer Forum.

For the full SEND Strategy and more about
how to get involved, go to
www.eastsussex.gov.uk/sendstrategy
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