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Beyond the Magic Kingdom: What is the Sunshine State really like? 

 
Welcome back to Term 2. The children have all settled in really well and 

we are very excited to be learning all about Florida and the different 
States of America. We will explore theme parks, the Kennedy Space 

Centre, National Parks of the USA and discover the ancient civilisation 
of the Maya. 

   
 
 
English 
We are starting with persuasive writing 
this term. Linked to our topic, the 
children will write a Holiday Brochure 
based on Florida. In line with exploring 
America’s National Parks the children 
will write a balanced argument “Should 
we feed animals in National Parks?” 
The supporting text is National Parks of 
the USA by Kate Siber. 
As we are getting closer to Christmas, 
the children will write a story called A 
Christmas Star based on a short BBC 
advert. This will focus on descriptive 
writing using a range of adjectives and 
adverbs. 
 
Our class book is Little Bird Lands by 
Karen McCombie. The story is about 
Little Bird leaving her home in Scotland 
in 1864 to start her new life in America. 
 
Please continue to hear your child read 
for 15 minutes at home daily. Reading is 
a vital skill and the most improved 
readers are those that read outside of 
school. Children are expected to read 5 
days per week as a minimum. Those 
that read 7 times per week will get a 

 
History/Geography 
 
We are exploring the USA including 
Middle America and comparing two 
contrasting States. The children will 
learn about different time zones and 
investigate questions such as “Why is 
the State of Florida a peninsula and why 
did the Maya civilisation come to an 
end?” 
We will read about the life of Harriet 
Tubman  
 
 
 
 
 
Art/DT 
 
The children will use leavers and 
pulleys making puppets, acting out their 
own Nativity. We are aiming to film their 
performances and share these with you. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



prize if the reading record has been 
completed.  
Chestnuts will have a reading book and 
a library book. It is the children’s 
responsibility to change their own book. 
Children have the opportunity to change 
their reading book daily and their library 
book every Monday.  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Maths 
 
We are starting the term with 
multiplication and division work and 
continue to practise our mental maths 
skills. The children will use concrete 
resources as well as ICT equipment to 
support their learning.  
Later in the term we will be learning all 
about using different units of measure 
( mm, cm, m, km, ml, litres, grams and 
kg) 
 
Please ensure your child uses Times 
Tables Rockstar’s and Purple Mash to 
support their learning at home. Perhaps 
the children could help you measure 
ingredients whilst cooking.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Computing 
 
The children are using Power Point this 
term and will create a presentation 
about Florida.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Music 
We are continuing to learn to play the 
recorder, reading musical notation.  
Perhaps Santa will bring the children a 
recorder so they can practise at home.  
 
 
 
 
 
PE 
This term the children are developing 
their Yoga and Gymnastics skills. 
 
         
 
 
 
Life Skills  
 
This term is all about healthy living. 
The children will be learning about oral 
hygiene with an exciting visit from a 
dentist. We will look at the importance 
of exercise and healthy eating as well 
as personal hygiene.  
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Science 
 
The children will learn about animals 
including humans. We will observe life 
cycles, skeletons of animals and 
humans as well as muscles and 
discover how muscles work including 
the gastric system.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
RE 
 
Our focus this term is Islam as well as 
the Nativity putting Christ at the centre 
of Christmas. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dates for the Diary 
25th November - KS2 Disco 
28th November - Non-uniform day in exchange for a bottle  
3rd December - Christmas Fair  
5th December - Christmas gift room 
12th December - Church carol service 2pm 
14th December - Christmas lunch 
15th December – Pantomime trip 
 
Important Reminders 
All children will need wear a coat as the weather is getting colder. 
 
 



PE Days 
PE is on Wednesdays  
Please make sure that your child has their PE kit on this day. 
 
 
 
Useful Websites 
 
 
https://ttrockstars.com/ 
 
https://www.purplemash.com/ 
 
https://swiggle.org.uk/ 
 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround 
 
https://mathsframe.co.uk/en/resources/resource/477/Multiplication-Tables-Check 
 
We are really looking forward to this term.  Please contact me/us via the office or at 
the end of the day if you would like any additional information.  Thank you for you 
continued support. 
May we be the first to wish you a Happy Christmas!  
 
Mrs Thornton and Mrs Skinner 
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