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Welcome back to Willow Class. Our topic this term is Looking after 
ourselves and Christmas. We are going to be learning about how we can 
keep ourselves healthy, from making the right food choices and cleaning 
our teeth to making sure we get enough sleep at night. We will also think 
about ways to manage our feelings and emotions. We will, of course, be 

thinking about Christmas towards the end of this term. We will be 
practising our Nativity and can’t wait to share our wonderful acting and 

singing with you. 
   
 
 
English 
We will be continuing our work on 
‘Ruby’s Worry’. We will be meeting 
Bodo again, learning new vocabulary to 
help us with our descriptions and 
writing.  
Year 1 children will go on to writing the 
story in their own words.  
Reception children will be continuing 
level 2 phonics, learning a new sound 
every day. We will be practising oral 
blending and oral segmenting and 
reading tricky words.  
Year 1 children will continue with level 5 
phonics. They will learn new 
pronunciations, alternative spellings of 
phonemes and reading and writing 
tricky words.  
 
Maths 
Reception children will be continuing 
their Mastering number journey. We are 
learning to ‘see’ how many in a group 
without having to count - this is called 
subitising. The children will be looking 
at the composition of numbers to 5 and 
using their fingers to show amounts. 
Some children find this quite difficult - 
you could practise showing different 
numbers of fingers at home. 

 
Year 1 children will be continuing their 
Mastering Number journey by learning 
how to use their Rekenrek counting 
frame to show different numbers.  
They will be looking at addition using 
part, part whole model and subtraction 
using taking away, finding the difference 
and counting back. We will also be 
looking at 2D and 3D shapes and 
patterns.  
You could practise ‘knowing’ which 
numbers go together to make 5 or 10 at 
home. We call this number bonds. 
 
 
History 
We are going to be finding out about 
what happened in Pompeii when Mount 
Vesuvius erupted. We will be creating a 
timeline to show just how long ago it 
was.  
We will also discuss Remembrance Day 
and find out what it is and why we 
celebrate it each year. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Science 
We will be looking at different materials 
and their properties. We will be thinking 
about what everyday objects are made 
from and why. We will be carrying out 
some investigations and finding out 
about making our tests fair. 
 
 
RE 
Our school Christian value this term is 
compassion, so we will look at what 
compassion means and discuss how 
‘Mr Happy’ from the Mr Men series 
shows compassion in the story.  
In our RE lessons we will be focusing 
on Judaism. We will be learning about 
Mitzvah and Tzedakah. We will also see 
how stories from Christianity and 
Judaism are similar. 
We will also learn about the nativity 
story as we will be doing our nativity 
performance.  
 
 
Life Skills 
 
During our life skills lesson we will be 
thinking about ways in which we keep 
our bodies healthy- physically and 
mentally. We will learn about keeping 
our bodies clean, making healthy food 
choices, oral health, why sleep is so 
important and managing our emotions.  
 
 

Art/DT 
This term our focus is DT (design and 
technology). Over the term we will be 
taste testing different dips and 
discovering the ingredients used. We 
will evaluate the flavours and textures 
and also have a go at making our own 
dips. 
As it is also the Christmas term we will 
be thinking about what we can make to 
sell at our school Christmas fair.  
 
Computing 
Year 1 children will be learning about 
algorithms by carefully following 
instructions. We will see what happens 
when our instructions are not clear 
enough or aren’t followed in the right 
order.  
 
 
Music 
For our music sessions we will focus on 
singing and learning our songs for the 
nativity. Our focus will be signing with 
confidence and making sure we are 
signing with appropriate volume and not 
shouting or whispering!   
 
PE 
 
We will continue to have our weekly PE 
lesson with Mrs Ham every Friday. Our 
focus this term is gymnastics. We will be 
focusing on our core strength, 
coordination and balance.  
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Dates for the Diary 
Week beginning Monday 14th November - Balanceability - more information to follow 
Saturday 3rd December 11am - 2pm - Christmas Fair 
Wednesday 7th December pm and Thursday 8th December am - Wriggly Nativity -  
more information to follow 
Monday 12th December 2pm -Church Service -  more information to follow 
Wednesday 14th December - Christmas dinner and Christmas jumper day  
Thursday 15th December - Whole school trip to see the Pantomime  
 
 
Important Reminders 
Please remember that children need to have their reading book and reading record 
book as well as a named water bottle in school every day. 
 
Please ensure that your child reads with you every day. Ask your child questions 
about what has happened in the story. Try and make predictions about what will 
happen next, emphasising that as long as it makes sense, it doesn’t matter if it’s not 
what actually happens in the end.  
 
Reception parents, please remember to keep sending us all the wonderful things 
your children do at home, via class dojo.  
 
If you have not yet provided a pair of named welly boots for school, please do so as 
soon as you are able.  
 
PE Days 
PE is every Friday 
Please make sure that your child has their PE kit on this day and please check that 
ALL items are named. It is helpful if the PE kit is at school every day though. We will 
always send it home on the last day of term.  
 
Useful Websites 
Phonics Play - phonics games 
https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/ 
 
Hit the button - maths games  
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/hit-the-button 
We are really looking forward to this term.  Please contact us via the office or at the 
end of the day if you would like any additional information.  Thank you for your 
continued support. 
 
Mrs Hart 
Mrs Bassett 

https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/hit-the-button


 
 


