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Why did Britain once rule the largest empire the world has ever 

seen? 
 

I hope that you all had a good Christmas and New Year; the children 
have settled into the new term quickly. It was lovely to hear how many 

had received books as Christmas presents.  
This term we will be studying the British Empire to discover how it 

formed, expanded and has declined.  
   
 
 
English 
We will be reading books linked to the 
British Empire. We will also be reading 
information about screen use in 
preparation for writing a balanced 
argument: Is screen use making 
children lazy? We will practise speaking 
aloud clearly and confidently to get our 
arguments across to an audience. 
We now have a brand-new set of 
graphic novels for the book corner 
purchased with our Oak cake sale 
money – thank you.  Children should 
continue to read at least 5 x a week and 
will receive a prize for this. The reading 
records need to be signed by an adult – 
they are checked on a Friday. Library 
books will be changed every Monday. 
 
 
 
 
 
Maths 
We will be looking at how to use 
efficient methods when solving 
problems. 
We will continue to practise calculation 
methods for addition, subtraction, 

 
History 
We will be identifying and describing the 
extent of the British Empire in 1921 and 
explain what it meant to be a colony. 
We will explain the main reasons why 
Britain wanted an empire and will use 
evidence to decide why the British 
Empire has all but disappeared. We will 
also look at the causes and effects of 
the Falkland Islands war with Argentina 
in 1982 and will look at the actions 
taken by Britain.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
DT 
Global Food:  
We will be finding out about seasonality 
and where ingredients come from. We 
will also look at the principles of a 
healthy diet and look at how food 
groups are the same around the world. 
In order for us to prepare and cook 
some Mexican, Chinese and German 
food we will require a small donation – 
more details to follow. 



 
 

division and multiplication and solving 
problems using these skills. Every 
morning we will be practising arithmetic 
to improve our fluency. It is extremely 
important that the children become 
fluent in their number bonds, tables, 
doubles and half – little and often is the 
best way to learn. 
 
 
 
 
 
Science 
Animals including humans: We will be 
learning about the main parts of the 
circulatory system and describe the 
functions of the heart, blood vessels 
and blood. We will also describe the 
ways in which nutrients and water are 
transported within animals, including 
humans. We will look at the impact of 
diet, exercise, drugs and lifestyle on the 
way the body functions. 
 
 
Life Skills 
Relationships: We will look at the 
different contexts in which families can 
be stable and caring. We will identify 
ways that friendships can be healthy or 
unhealthy and how both make you feel. 
We will look at different identity and how 
bullying and discrimination are wrong 
and what to do if it happens. In Year 6, 
we will learn that some cultural 
practices are against British Law. 
 
 

Computing 
Using Spreadsheets – to plan 
probability, work out discounts using a 
formula, plan pocket money spending 
and plan costings for their DT cooking. 
 
 
 
 
 
Music 
We will be learning about and singing 
sea shanties and using body percussion 
and chords to accompany them. 
    
 
PE 
Circuit training with Mrs Ham  
 
RE 
Hinduism: What spiritual pathways to 
moksha are written about in Hindu 
scriptures? 
Every Monday this term we will have a 
lesson on Christianity from the ‘Bible 
Explorers’. 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 

 
Dates for the Diary 
11th January Dave Law (Prevent Officer) is talking to the class about racism. 
7th and 9th February Parent Consultations 
 
Important Reminders 
It is imperative that your child reads at least 5 x a week for about 20 minutes. This 
can be non-fiction, poems, news and graphic novels as well as fiction texts.  
 
 
PE Days 
PE varies from week to week due to sports competitions, so please ensure that your 
child has a PE kit in school every day. 
 
 
Useful Websites 
I have sent home the TT Rockstars passwords so please can you check that your 
child can log on and is using it regularly as tables knowledge will help in every area 
of Maths. 
‘Hit the button’ is also useful for Maths fluency e.g. doubles, halves and number 
bonds. 
‘StudyGe’ is a really good App to help with mapwork: 
 

 
 
Homework 
Homework will go out on a Friday and is expected back the following Thursday so 
that we can go through it. There is less homework than in previous years as we 
expect more reading as this is the key to learning. Homework consists of ‘Grammar 
Hammer’ and spellings. The spelling test and a tables test is on a Friday. 
 
Optional homework this term: Identify the countries that are in the Commonwealth 
and make a Powerpoint to explain the purpose and benefit of being part of this 
organisation. 
 
Please contact me via the office or at the end of the day if you would like any 
additional information.  Thank you for you continued support, especially with 
encouraging your child to read regularly. 
 
 
 
Mrs Ivil 


