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Antarctica 
 

 

 
Welcome back to Willow Class. Our topic this term is Antarctica. We are 
going to be learning about where Antarctica is, which animals live there 

and why they are suited to that environment. We will be comparing 
Antarctica to the desert and the animals that live in that climate. We are 
going to be learning about animals, including humans, their similarities 

and differences, diets, names of body parts and our senses. 
 
 
English 
This term we will be focusing on non-
fiction texts.  We will be researching 
penguins and Antarctica to create fact 
files and then we will research another, 
contrasting animal, before writing an 
information page for that animal.   
Reception children will be beginning 
level 3 phonics, learning a new sound 
every day. We will be practising oral 
blending and oral segmenting and 
reading tricky words.  
Year 1 children will continue with level 5 
phonics. They will learn new 
pronunciations, alternative spellings of 
phonemes and reading and writing 
tricky words.  
 
Maths 
Reception children will be continuing 
their Mastering number journey. We will 
be comparing sets and using the 
vocabulary of ‘more than’ and ‘fewer 
than’. We will be looking at how 
numbers can be made of ‘parts’ and 
how the parts make a whole. We will 
begin to count to 20 and beyond. 
Year 1 children will be continuing their 
Mastering Number journey by seeing 
different visual representations of 
numbers, finding one more and one 
less, counting beyond 20 and doubling.  
 

 
 
We will also be looking at place value 
and addition and subtraction within 20. 
 
Geography 

We are going to be finding out about 
Antarctica. We will be looking at a globe 
to see where in the world Antarctica is 
located and finding out which animals 
live there. We will be learning about 
penguins and how they are adapted to 
this environment. We will compare 
Antarctica to the Arctic and to the 
Sahara Desert. 
 
Art 
We will be focusing on Art, using print to 
create layered pictures. We will be 
making prints with different body parts, 
while exploring colour mixing. We will be 
drawing simple forms over the top of our 
printing to create effective images. Later 
on in the term we will explore using 
plasticine to print and using foam to 
create incised and additive prints.  
 
Computing 

Year 1 children will be using Purple 
Mash to sort items into different groups. 
They will be learning about pictograms 
and creating their own.  
 
 



  

 

 
 

 
 
Science 

We are going to be learning about 
animals, including humans. We will be 
naming body parts, discussing diets and 
using the vocabulary omnivore, 
carnivore and herbivore. We will be 
talking about our senses, what they are 
and how we use them.     
 

RE 

Our school Christian value this term is 
Trust, so we will look at what Trust 
means and discuss who we trust and 
why. We will be using the ‘Mr Forgetful’ 
story to help us with our reasoning.  
In our RE lessons we will be focusing 
on Christianity. We will be learning 
about parables, what they are and how 
Jesus taught about God through them. 
We will explore how ideas of God are 
passed on in the Christian community. 
 
 
Life Skills  
During our life skills lesson we will be 
thinking about our families and how 
every family is different. We will identify 
important people in our lives and talk 
about what makes them special to us. 
We will be celebrating similarities and 
differences between ourselves and our 
families.  
 
 

 
 
Music 

In music we will be exploring echoes 
and exploring the way different sounds 
are made with our voices. We will be 
listening carefully to different music 
tracks to see if we can identify different 
sounds. We will also listen to classical 
music and think about how it makes us 
feel.  
 

PE 

We will continue to have our weekly PE 
lesson with Mrs Ham every Friday. Our 
focus this term is Dance. We are going 
to be looking at a different genre of 
dance each week.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

 

 
 

Dates for the Diary 

Thursday 19th January  - KS1 Disco 

Tuesday 31st January - Year 1 Multi-skills 
8th and 9th February Parent Consultations 
 

Details about these will follow.  
 
Important Reminders 
Please remember that children need to have their reading book and reading record 
book as well as a named water bottle in school every day. 
 
Please ensure that your child reads with you every day. Ask your child questions 
about what has happened in the story. Try and make predictions about what will 
happen next, emphasising that as long as it makes sense, it doesn’t matter if it’s not 
what actually happens in the end.  
 
Reception parents, please remember to keep sending us all the wonderful things 
your children do at home, via class dojo.  
 
If you have not yet provided a pair of named welly boots for school, please do so as 
soon as you are able.  
 
PE Days 
PE is every Friday 
Please make sure that your child has their PE kit on this day and please check that 
ALL items are named. It is helpful if the PE kit is at school every day though. We will 
always send it home on the last day of term.  
 
Useful Websites 
Phonics Play - phonics games 
https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/ 
 
Hit the button - maths games  
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/hit-the-button 
We are really looking forward to this term.  Please contact us via the office or at the 
end of the day if you would like any additional information.  Thank you for your 
continued support. 
 
Mrs Hart 
Mrs Bassett 
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