
          Willow Class Parents/Carers 
 Term 4 Newsletter 

 
 

                          Space 
 

 

 
Welcome back to Willow Class. Our topic this term is Space. We are 

going to be learning about where space is, what is in space, how we get 
there and who has been there. We will be finding out about Neil 
Armstrong and Tim Peake and why they are famous. We will be 

designing and making our own space buggies. 
 
 
English 
This term we will be focusing on the 
book ‘How to Catch a Star’ by Oliver 
Jeffers. We will be exploring new 
vocabulary and working on our 
descriptive language. We will be 
sequencing sentences to form short 
narratives as well as focusing on our 
presentation and use of punctuation.  
Reception children will continue to learn 
level 3 phonics, learning a new sound 
every day. We will be practising oral 
blending and oral segmenting and 
reading tricky words.  
Year 1 children will continue with level 5 
phonics. They will learn new 
pronunciations, alternative spellings of 
phonemes and reading and writing 
tricky words.  
 
Maths 
Reception children will be continuing 
their Mastering number journey. We will 
be subitising, representing quantities in 
different ways, composing and 
decomposing numbers to 5 and using 
the vocabulary more than, fewer than 
and equal to. 
Year 1 children will be continuing their 
Mastering Number journey by learning 
about odd and even numbers, 
composition of numbers to 10 and 
visualising a number line.  
 

 
 
We will also be looking at place value to 
50, length and height, mass and 
volume.  
 
History 

We are going to watch a video showing 
the moon landing from 1969. We will be 
learning about Neil Armstrong, his 
journey to the moon and why this is an 
important historic event. We will also be 
learning about Tim Peake and his visit 
to the International Space Station.  
 
DT 

We will be focusing on DT. We are 
going to be designing and making our 
own Moon Buggies.  
 
Computing 

Year 1 children will be using Purple 
Mash to continue to sort items and they 
will be learning about simple coding.  
 

Music 

In music we will be exploring tuned and 
untuned instruments and thinking about 
high and low pitch and recognising a 
change in tempo.  We will be rewriting 
some lyrics and making up new actions 
for songs. 
 

 

 



  

 
 

Science 

We are going to be learning about the 
solar system and the names of the 
planets, We will be looking at the 
difference between Earth and space, 
investigating shadows and identifying, 
describing and making rainbows.      
 

RE 

Our school Christian value this term is 
Forgiveness. We will be focussing on 
prayer and worship. We will be thinking 
about when and why Christians pray. 
We will explore the Lords Prayer and 
learn how prayer is an integral part of 
Christian life.  
 
 
 

Life Skills  
During our life skills lesson we will be 
learning about our body parts, thinking 
about why we are special and unique. 
We will be recognising our own feelings 
and those of others and discussing who 
we can talk to.  
 
PE 

We will continue to have our weekly PE 
lesson with Mrs Ham every Friday. Our 
focus this term is object control. We will 
be using balls, quoits and hoops. 
 

Dates for the Diary 

Thursday 2nd March- World Book Day 
Friday 17th March- Red Nose Day 
Friday 31st March- Easter egg hunt 
 

Details about these will follow.  
 
Important Reminders 
Please remember that children need to have their reading book and reading record 
book as well as a named water bottle in school every day. 
 
Please ensure that your child reads with you every day. For those of you who 
received a letter at parents evening, please follow the format on that letter. 
Remember we are trying to win the class trophy for the highest percentage of 
children who have read at least 5 times per week. We are aiming for 6! This requires 
a team effort! 
 
Reception parents, please remember to keep sending us all the wonderful things 
your children do at home, via class dojo.  
 
If you have not yet provided a pair of named welly boots for school, please do so as 
soon as you are able.  
 
 



  

 
 

PE Days 
PE is every Friday 
Please make sure that your child has their PE kit on this day and please check that 
ALL items are named. It is helpful if the PE kit is at school every day though. We will 
always send it home on the last day of term.  
 
Useful Websites 
Phonics Play - phonics games 
https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/ 
 
Hit the button - maths games  
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/hit-the-button 
We are really looking forward to this term.  Please contact us via the office or at the 
end of the day if you would like any additional information.  Thank you for your 
continued support. 
 
Mrs Hart 
Mrs Bassett 
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